
University of North Texas 
Department of History 

History 2610.032: United States History to 1865 
Summer II 2022 

 
ANY QUESTIONS OR PROBLEMS ABOUT TECHNOLOGY CONTACT CANVAS 

Email: helpdesk@unt.edu Phone: (940) 565-2324 
This class operates best with Chrome or Firefox. 

 
Instructor: Dr. Alex Mendoza 
E-Mail: alexander.mendoza@unt.edu 
Office: WH 260 
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. available for Zoom (please email first) 
 
Teaching Assistants (TA): The TAs can review the course material with you, take up exams and 
assignments, and suggest study strategies. They can also give you tips about how things work on this 
campus and to succeed in college more broadly.  
 

• Last name starts with A to Evans? Your TA is Nick Kramer NickKramer@ @my.unt.edu 
• Last name Faulk to Nelson? Your TA is Samuel Liberty:  SamuelLiberty@my.unt.edu 
• Last name Newby-Sanchez to Z? Your TA is Jessica Lupke: JessicaLupke@my.unt.edu 

 
Supplemental Instructor: Marisol Lopez: MarisolLopez@my.unt.edu  
 
Course Description: This course seeks to familiarize students with the major topics in American 
history from its discovery through Reconstruction. We will focus on diverse subjects including 
politics, race, gender, economic, and cultures, all the while attempting to understand how these 
historical events affected the lives of everyday citizens. 
 
Student Learning Objectives: 

• Identify, explain, and contextualized social, political, religious, and economic changes and 
themes during the pre-Columbian, early colonization, American Revolutionary, early Republic, 
Jacksonian Democracy, Westward expansion, and the Civil War periods in North America. 

• Students will have a clear understanding of the role of slavery in the United States and its 
influence on all aspects of life. 

• Students will be able to analyze and contextualize a combination of sources, both primary and 
secondary documents. 
 

Course Objectives: This course will include challenging material. However, the tests and assignments 
are designed so that any student who is willing to put in the time to attend class consistently, work 
extensively outside of class, use or develop good study strategies, and contact the TA or instructor 
when they are struggling, can develop a thorough understanding of the course material and ultimately 
succeed in the course. 

 
Required Texts: 
 

• Nancy Hewitt and Steven F. Lawson, Exploring American Histories, 3rd Edition, Vol. I 
 

You will need to purchase this book and register with Launchpad to access all quizzes and exams.   



Grading: 
 

• Map Quizzes (3 map quizzes)     05% 
• Primary Source Project Quizzes (3)    10% 
• Discussion Postings (3 discussion posts)   10%  
• Journals (3 journals)      10% 
• History Dept. Signature Assignment    05% 
• Exam I        20% 
• Exam II       20% 
• Final Exam       20% 

 
Grading Scale: 
 
A = 90%  
B = 80% 
C = 70%  
D = 60%  
F = less than 60%  
 
Submitting Work: All assessments, unless otherwise noted, are due at 11:59 p.m. on 
the date posted for each assignment. It is your responsibility to ensure that the assignment was 
submitted properly. Late assignments can be submitted by reaching out to your assigned TA and 
requesting late work to be submitted. The penalty is 5% each day after the due date (including 
weekends) until the date that the final exam is released (August 12, 2022) In other words, you can still 
turn in late work up until the last day of class for 50% credit. No assignments will be accepted after 
the final exam has been released.  Please note that your professor nor your TAs are available during 
the late-night hours. 
 
Map Quizzes: There are three graded map quizzes during this summer session. The multiple-choice 
quizzes are designed to simply have students via maps of the time period and discern locations and 
trends. No additional work is needed beyond the maps provided by Macmillan Launchpad. The quiz 
dates are: 
 

• Map Quiz 1 (Chapter 2):  July 14 
• Map Quiz 2 (Chapter 7):    July 23 
• Map Quiz 3 (Chapter 12):  August 03 

 
Primary Source Project Quizzes:  There are three graded Primary Source Project Quizzes during the 
summer session. The task will be for students to read a brief introduction on the subject they are 
reading about, read a short primary source document (a document written during the period); and take 
a short multiple-choice quiz on what they read.  The quiz dates are: 
 

• Primary Source Project Quiz 1 (Slavery):   July 18 
• Primary Source Project Quiz 2 (William & Clark) July 25 
• Primary Source Project Quiz 3 (Civil War)  August 08 

 
  



Discussions: There are three graded discussion postings during the summer session. Several primary 
(firsthand) documents have been uploaded by the instructor in the appropriate discussion forum 
(Discussion Forum #1, #2, & #3) for the course. Students will be required to write a posting of 
approximately 150-words per assignment which should cover the questions posed. The topics and due 
dates for each Discussion assignment are as follows: 
 

• Discussion 1: Colonial Native Americans (due July 16) 
• Discussion 2: Boston Tea Party (due July 27) 
• Discussion 3: Democracy and Politics in America (due August 05) 

 
Journals/Diaries: There are three assigned journal/diary entries students must submit over the 
fourteen assigned chapters of the course (Chapters 1-14). Each journal assignment is worth 100 points 
and is comprised of 05 entries discussing material learned in each module. The assigned chapters and 
due dates are as follows: 
 

• Journal 1: Chapters 1-4 (due July 20) 
• Journal 2: Chapters 5-7 (due July 29) 
• Journal 3: Chapters 11-14 (due August 10) 
•  

The goal of each journal is for students to submit FIVE entries per journal assignment discussing the 
concepts learned from the textbook’s assigned readings. Students must submit each file via a file 
upload to Canvas (.rtf or .doc only) for verification through the Turnitin system. Additional 
instructions are found in the appropriate modules. 

 
Signature Assignment: Students have one short essay assignment due toward the end of the semester. It will 
comprise of analyzing a historical illustration and writing a short response. Additional instructions and rubric 
forthcoming. Due Date: August 12  
 
Exams: The exams are multiple choice. Before each exam, instructions will be posted about taking 
and submitting them on the class Canvas page. Each test is approximately 50-questions and covers the 
material over the assigned reading in the textbook.  The exams will have set deadlines. Please note the 
deadline windows for each exam. 
 

• Exam I (chapters 1-4): test will be available July 20-21 
• Exam II (chapters 5-9): test will be available August 01-02 
• Final Exam III (chapters 10-14): test will be available August 10-12 

 
General Information: You will use your UNT account to login to the course from the UNT Canvas 
page. To see a list of technical requirements needed go to UNT’s Canvas Tutorials which cover a 
variety of topics, including information on Browsers, Plugins & Operating Systems for Canvas, and 
much more. 
 
If technical assistance is needed at any time during the course or to report a problem with Canvas: 

• Visit Welcome to Canvas Help for Students 
• Visit UNT Distance Learning 

 
Class Structure: This class is separated into modules. Each module contains one discussion, one map 
quiz, one primary source project quiz, one journal assignment, and one exam that counts toward your 
final grade. Please be advised that each assignment has different due dates. 



 
Additional Resources: The University of North Texas provides students many resources to enable 
them to succeed in their studies. The Department of History also provides the History Help Center and 
History Department Library that are staffed by graduate students who can assist students with basic 
course-related questions. Below is contact information for helpful student resources: 
 

• History Dept. Library, Wooten 267, (940) 369-7681 
• UNT Writing Lab—for help with all aspects of writing. Open from 9:00 am to 10:00 pm most 

weekdays. http://www.unt.eud/writinglab/ 
• UNT Learning Center. Offers specialized tutoring, help with topics such as time management 

and different approaches to test taking. http://learningcenter.unt.edu/ 
• Advising for College of Arts and Sciences: https://cas.unt.edu/advising/advisor-contacts 
• Advising for History majors: http://history.unt.edu/undergraduate-program 

 
Plagiarism: We use a program called Turnitin, which checks extensively for Plagiarism. If you are 
caught using someone else’s work (cheating) you will fail the exam and possibly this whole course. 
Per the University of North Texas Undergraduate Catalog “Code of Student Conduct and Discipline,” 
incidents of cheating, plagiarism (presenting another person’s work as one’s own), or other academic 
misconduct may be punishable by the assignment of a grade of zero, failure in the course, or expulsion 
from the university. Don’t do it, it’s just not worth it. For more about plagiarism, go here: 
http://www.plagiarism.org/ 
 
Disabilities: “The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students 
with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you 
with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your 
specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of 
accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and 
must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly 
encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty 
members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours 
to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability 
Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 
940.565.4323.” 
 
Use of Email: Feel free to e-mail me regarding anything related to the class, the topic, or professional 
requests. Please do not e-mail me in regard to specific grades or requests for extra credit. At some 
points in the term, my inbox gets quite full, but I do want to hear from you. If you email me and don’t 
hear back from me within two business days, please send a follow up email. I will appreciate the 
gentle reminder. 
 
Course Conduct: I am committed to creating a positive learning environment where diverse 
perspectives are recognized and valued as a source of strength. I request that all students work with me 
to create a classroom culture based on open communication, mutual respect, and inclusion. As a class 
we will approach all discussions with respect and civility. Disagreements and debates in academic 
discourse are expected and welcome, but personal attacks are never OK, and will not be tolerated. I 
strive to ensure an open and welcoming classroom for all students. If I ever miss the mark, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to me. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all 

http://history.unt.edu/undergraduate-program
http://www.plagiarism.org/


instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, etc. The Code of Student Conduct 
can be found at www.deanofstudents.unt.edu 
 
Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, and Assault: UNT is committed to providing an environment 
free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, 
dating violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of 
these acts of aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear 
that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff 
members trained to support you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, 
providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and 
more.  UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to 
help support survivors, depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources. 
 
Student Success at UNT: If you find that you have any trouble keeping up with assignments or other 
aspects of the course, make sure you let your professor or teaching assistant(s) know as early as 
possible. As you will find, building rapport and effective relationships are key to becoming an 
effective professional. Make sure that you are proactive in informing your assigned teaching assistant 
when difficulties arise during the semester so that we can help you find a solution. As a UNT student, 
you’ve got a lot on your plate. But you’ve also got lots of resources and plenty of people at UNT who 
want you to succeed. Start your college career off strong and define your future. UNT is launching a 
new campaign—“Succeed at UNT”—to provide students with consistent student success messages, 
and user-friendly, accessible links to student support services. 
 

Assignment Schedule 
Module 1 

Chapters 1-4 
Map Quiz 1:         July 14 
Primary Source Project Quiz 1     July 18 
Discussion 1: Native Americans in Colonial America  July 16 
Journal 1: Chapters 1-4      July 20 
Exam I: Chapters 1-4       July 20-21 

Module 2 
Chapters 5-9 

Map Quiz 2:         July 23 
Primary Source Project Quiz 2     July 25 
Discussion 2: Native Americans in Colonial America  July 27 
Journal 2: Chapters 1-4      July 29 
Exam II: Chapters 1-4       August 01-02 

Module 3 
Chapters 10-14 

Map Quiz 3:         August 03 
Primary Source Project Quiz 2     August 05 
Discussion 2: Native Americans in Colonial America  August 08 
Journal 2: Chapters 1-4      August 10 
Exam II: Chapters 1-4       August 11-12 
 
****Important**** 

• Please pay attention to due dates. 
• Discussions and Journals may be turned in early. 

http://www.deanofstudents.unt.edu/
http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources

